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Cassie
Springer-Sullivan

Cassie Springer-Sullivan
knew since she was six-
teen years old that she
wanted to be an attor-
ney, and use her skills,
knowledge, and empathy
to assist people in times
of crisis. Years later in
2008, Cassie started her
own law firm, Springer-
Sullivan & Roberts LLP,
with fellow ALRP panel
attorney Michelle Rob-
erts. The bulk of Cassie’s
work is dedicated to rep-
resenting disabled clients
who have been denied
or terminated from long-
term disability insurance
plans that are governed
by the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act
(ERISA). Over the course
of her professional career,
Cassie has demonstrated
an incredible commit-
ment to ALRP clients with
disabling HIV/AIDS who
suffer the devastation of
losing their long-term dis-
ability income.

Continued on pg.7

Panel Notes

Fair Housing

ALRP Client Fights for

Panel attorney secures reasonahle modification

In April, 2007, James Michael, who is
HIV+, was elated to discover that he
had won a lottery for a new affordable
housing development for people with
disabilities. Mr. Michael is a double-
amputee above the knee due to a
rare blood disorder and is functionally
blind in his left eye, although he had
good vision in his right eye. Before
moving into the complex, Mr. Michael
informed the property management
company that he required grab bars
around the toilet and shower in order
to get in and out of his wheelchair.

Upon moving into his new apartment,
Mr. Michael discovered that the grab
bars he required had not been installed
as promised. Mr. Michael made ad-
ditional requests for installation of the
bars, which were ignored.

In the early morning hours of Septem-
ber 4, 2007, Mr. Michael awoke need-
ing to relieve himself and made his way
to the toilet. Mr. Michael successfully
made the transition from his wheel-
chair to the toilet. Because Mr. Mi-
chael did not have the reinforced grab
bars to support his weight during this
transfer process, he was forced to bal-
ance all of his weight on a cheap plas-
tic toilet seat instead. Upon returning
himself to his wheelchair, Mr. Michael’s
hand slipped on the plastic toilet seat
causing him to lose his balance. This
caused Mr. Michael's wheelchair to flip
over, causing Mr. Michael to fall face
first onto the corner of the sink basin
striking his right eye (his only good eye)
and rupturing the globe of his eye.

Attorneys Wesley Wakeford and Stevan Taxman
of Taxman Wakeford.

Following the accident, Mr. Michael
underwent multiple surgeries at Kaiser
Santa Rosa to attempt to correct the
damage to his right eye. Ultimately,
however, his ophthalmologist deter-
mined that his maximal vision recov-
ery in his right eye would only be the
ability to vaguely see shadows and
movement.

That’s when Mr. Michael called ALRP
for assistance. ALRP referred him to
Wesley Wakeford, of the firm of Tax-

Continued on pg. 3

ALRP’s Pro Bono Connections
Initiative Highlights

* Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
(through Austin Schwing) accepted
a difficult-to-place immigration law
referral to defend a client against
deportation.

¢ Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
(through Lorelei Craig) took two
immigration referrals in the month of
December alone.

e Seyfarth Shaw LLP (through Laura
Maecthlen) took a emergency referral
for a client facing eviction from his
home.
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As an attorney who represents dis-
abled clients with few financial re-
sources, Cassie is in a unique po-
sition to appreciate pro-bono work.
She says, “One of the things | love
most about my job is feeling like my
clients count on me... clients whose
livelihood depends on my ability to
represent them. | feel honored to
give people who are in a really des-
perate situation some reprieve by
taking away the extra stress of deal-
ing with their insurance company.”
Although ERISA is an extremely
specialized legal area, Cassie sees
its nuances as an opportunity to
change and refine the law to make
it easier for future clients to main-
tain their disability benefits. In ad-
dition to providing direct assistance
to ALRP clients, Cassie has been
involved in several landmark ERISA
cases resulting in new case law that
will benefit tens of thousands of fu-
ture disability claimants.

Cassie is originally from San Diego,
but moved north to attend UC Berke-
ley as an undergraduate in 1995.
She immediately fell in love with the
Bay Area and has resided here ever
since. She remained at UC Berkeley
to attend Boalt Hall School of Law
where she served as Editor-in-Chief
of the Berkeley Women's Law Jour-
nal. After graduating from Boalt,
Cassie's desire to assist clients in
times of hardship led her to work for
a plaintiff-side ERISA firm where she
also represented ALRP clients, be-
fore starting her own practice.

Outside of work, Cassie manages
to serve her community and spend
time with her family. She is currently
the East Bay Family Teams Chair for
the March of Dimes, an organization
that is near and dear to her heart.
Cassie currently serves as a co-chair
on the Benefit Claims and Individual
Rights Subcommittee of the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s Section of

Labor & Employment Law, and is a
member of the section’s Supreme
Court Panel Committee. She is also
co-chair of the individual employee
benefits subsection of the commit-
tee. Cassie is also blessed with an
almost two year-old daughter, Kate,
whom she describes as the “light of
my life.” Owning her own firm has
enabled her to continue to do the
work that she loves while maintain-
ing a balance between her legal
practice and her personal life.

In Cassie’s words, “ALRP is a won-
derful resource for clients who de-
serve access to good legal repre-
sentation in their hour of need.” In
addition to representing many ALRP
clients directly, Cassie has served as
a mentor and an invaluable resource
to ALRP staff attorneys. ALRP is
truly honored to have a panel attor-
ney with Cassie’s passion for service
and dedication to those living with
HIV/AIDS.

What you need to know about wills - Continued from previous page

an Advance Health Care Directive. A
Power of Attorney authorizes some-
one (known as an agent) to act on
your behalf in financial and legal mat-
ters. An Advance Health Care Direc-
tive allows you to appoint an agent
to make decisions regarding your
medical treatment and care. You can
make requests regarding prolonging
your life or withholding treatment,
and donating your organs. You have
the right to revoke a Power of Attor-
ney or an Advance Health Care Di-
rective at any time.

How can ALRP help?

ALRP can help you find an attorney
to draft a simple will for free. A sim-

ple will is one in which a person’has
no children, no real property and only
limited assets. For more complex
wills and estate planning, you may
need to set up a Trust or a Special
Needs Trust.

ALRP drafts Power of Attorneys and
Advance Health Care Directives for
free, along with providing free notary
services. ALRP is always available
to explain all these documents to you
in more detail. This article is intend-
ed to give you general information
about addressing estate planning,
but it does not cover all aspects of
the law and is not meant to be legal
advice for your specific situation.
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Having survived the tre-
mendous challenges of
2009, ALRP is once again
reminded of the many ways
our wonderful volunteers
and donors make our work
possible. Because of you
ALRP succeeded in meet-
ing all of our fundraising
goals and leveraged more
than four million dollars
of donated legal services
last year. Thank you. And
while 2010 promises to
be just as challenging, to-
gether we can continue to
help turn around the lives
of those who need us.






